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The following documentation is a collective travel journal, 
from the Making Futures Bauhaus + Mobile Workshop 
„Cultivating Uncertainty“ in Palermo, in October 2018 . 
It is a fragmented state - an assemblage of thoughts and 
extracted knowledge from being in place, meeting local 
knowledge and engaging in conversations. The reader 
distributed one week before the workshop became a tool 
for connecting local, situated and social knowledge of 
the group and acted as starting point of the collection. 

Participants where encouraged to collect a diverse mate-
rial in a wide range of formats that later was discussed in 
workshop’s “class time” a moment where the group could 
collectively reflect of the experiences during the day. 

The journal visualizes the process of the research trip and 
its position into a field of references, it refers to situations 
created during the workshop and includes their personal 
interpretations by the participants. 
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Manifesta12 Curatorial Concept 
The city as a collective experiment between 
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Teatro Garibaldi in November 2018 
after the closing of Manifesta12
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Palazzo Costantino in November 2018 
after the closing of Manifesta12
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Serena Abbondanza studies architecture at the University 
of the Arts Berlin. She participated at the studio „Desig-
ning around the Kitchentable“ at the Floating University 
Berlin. Serena has Italian background and amazing energy 
accompanied by local knowledge and ability to embrace 
the world.

Markus Bader is co-founder of raumlaborberlin and pro-
fessor at the University of the Arts Berlin. He is the head, 
the heart and the stomach of the research project „ma-
king futures bauhaus+“.

Ignacio Franti is photographer from Buenos Aires who 
moved three months ago from Berlin to Palermo. Ignacio 
documented the workshop and shared the knowledge of 
newcomer in Palermo.

Cristina Freni lives between Berlin and Sicily. She stu-
died architecture in Palermo, traveled around the word, 
as a resident of the american utopian city Arcosanti she 
lived in the middle of Arizona´s desert. Since 2012 she 
has been working as a freelance architect in Berlin. As a 
real sicilian woman Cristina added the fundamental local 
knowledge to the collective body of the group.

Lena Gätjens is a stage/costume designer who graduated 
from Architectural Lighting Design with a masterthesis 
about the social sculpture Grandhotel Cosmopolis. Lena 
has multiple identities as a lighting technician, guide 
for kids art workshops, illustrator and as an expert in 
building improvised stu� from wood and metal. When 
someone asks her what she is doing her answer is - I do 
what I like. 

Anna Kokalanova is a research and teaching assistant at 
the University of the Arts Berlin. She is currently working 
on her PhD „Arrival Infrastructures: Spatial Practices of 
Bulgarian Roma in Berlin“. Anna is internationally known 
not only for her good logistics. She is the big toe of the 
research project „making futures bauhaus+“.

Michaela Kunze is a practicing architect, happy to open 
and share her perspective in the academic setting of the 
workshop. In the last years Michaela realized a series of 
complex buildings as a project manager in sauerbruch 
hutton.

Christof Mayer is co-founder of raumlaborberlin, visiting 
professor at the University of the Arts Berlin and profes-
sor in Bergen Architecture School, Norway. He is the pel-
vis and the joints of the research project „making futures 
bauhaus+“.

Laura Pirgie is art student at the Academy of Fine Arts 
Vienna, also a graduated psychologist, specialized in 
applied social psychology, field of environmental and 
architecture psychology. She describes herself with the 
sentence „For exciting projects and visions I can quickly 
develop an intense passion.“ Laura can´t exist without the 
camera of her smart phone, in her artistic work she uses 
visual representation and space. 

Licia Soldavini is the internationally known as the Swiss 
Knife. Licia not only speaks almost every language fluent-
ly, but she can easily be part of any project in any role. 
She was the production master of the Floating University 
Berlin. Wherever we go Licia always meets people she 
knows, her work is located everywhere in Europe, cur-
rently even in Brunswick.

Sophia Sunqvist studies architecture at the Lund School 
of Architecture in Sweden. She is intern at raumlaborber-
lin and associate in the research project „making futures 
bauhaus+“. Sophia is a multitalent, for example she was 
the social media expert of the research team during the 
first mobile workshop „Engaged Education“ in Istanbul.

Rosario Talevi is a Berlin-based architect interested in 
critical spatial practice, transformative pedagogies and 
feminist futures, which she applies through various spa-
tial, editorial and curatorial strategies. Rosario leads the 
department for care and inspiration while acting as the 
backbone and the breath of the research project „making 
futures bauhaus+“

Mara Usai is originally from Sardegna, she graduated 
from KU Leuven the International programme Architec-
ture: Urban Projects, Urban Cultures. Since 2017 Mara 
has been the reserach coordinator for the cultural associ-
ation „Eterotopia“. As curator of this project her personal 
interest is to investigate di�erent formats for collective 
research and ways to implement them.

Participants



Making Futures Bauhaus+ is a cooperation between 
the Berlin University of the Arts and raumlaborberlin 
on the occasion of the Bauhaus’ centenary. Funded 
by the Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and 
Community.

Making 
Futures www.making-futures.com


